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1 sppreciate your sending to me your oveysll estimte of
the world situation spd your cstimate of the internatiomal
situstion ss of March of this jesrs I Tead your papers with
interest and was prasifisd to lsarg that you have been sbls o
procecd o this type of ertimstive work.

1 was irpresped by how much the thinking of your growp
- &ai’mbgm Of gourse, whensver ome nust arrive
2t sstimetes boped upon imfomsiion whieh is often impreciss .
and musi be projectad inte $he iuture, and whenever there we
mmmmﬁnmmzwm@mmsmwama_
gvailable, thsre will be Mifferences in emphasis &nd duw
mmummmwmmwammmm
st an estdmates In your precite snd wellwwritteo overall
eetimite, you perhaps did not teke the space to develop waNs
points witloch I mmm!mwommdummmw
#ll of use :

For example, you conclude shat the USSR probably woull
not Mammrwghw%mwmpﬂitﬁmlmw
and military production of the Soviet blee are mot mfficlantly
advanced and begause the Sovict mp?aw bclﬁ.a they canmae;ﬂlt
attain thedr objlectives by cold war « Bupposing
the voviet militery developnent, egpeci:lly in edr defense wmd
in wespons of mass destruction, were more advanced than is
pelisvedy thic result in more boldmess in pursuing oeld
war Leotics, m&n%tmmtaftammmm@m
sect might feel obliped 40 counter them Jy force? 1. mgm
did cive indications of geuniering by forue, would the U S8
accept & showdown ory as 4t has dae s ammmpm,
withdraw and pureue its objeciive by olber mesans? What would
be the Soviet resctionm if cur own capabilily vo prevent mm
cold war victories proved betier than the USSR expected? Wwuld
the USOH be prompted Lo take more reckless sotion or would it
be inclined to retire and swait betier daye?

[&

‘. . V“"“ e o, AT Q
St ?plgi g EH R T R
Approved For Release 2002105/07)g§c|ég%m0Ro1731R00050027oo3079 -

'ﬁ




- ’ - v
el - -
-~

= T
-4 .
- Approved For R&ase 2002/05/Q7 2 agg-RDPSORm731(R'000500270030-9

You slso nole they the USSR would itself sisxt a shooting
way only if it belicved 4t neces:ery to forcstall an attack
Irom the West or to cxpledt s decicive weakness of the Weste
What about ithe possibilsfy that the Eremlin lead.rs might
chooge W attack almply because they saw rearmanent e asures
underway in the West which, if byouyht to completion, would
tz}rgmtm the seourity of the USSR and prevent the achievament
o its objeotives for many years to come? Might the Usir
aviack the west when Wiose meampes resch & point where they
can no longexr be checked by oldtical meansy but have not yet
reached 2 point whers 4o challenge the west would resuli in a
Povielt G feat®

You state that vhe pressnt world situc.ion is and will be
for a long time te coms like e powder barrel uhich could sxplods
from some uniorescen and wintemtional sparks The USIH in the
past =~ as with Jspan durdng ihe late 1930%s = has rfused to
Lecome involved in @ war ovor evem bip sparks, what reasen is
Were Lo beliove that the Ui 4 would not still refusc %o {ight
B mejor war unlese it bclicved iteels capeble of victory (unless,

4 06 course, il .ere subjucted .0 large-:cale aitack)?

wWhen you Lave occaslon 1o vevise your estimutes, I should
apprvelate recelving any evidence or conoluslons you may have
on these very dilicult guestions,
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